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(54) Ink jet recording apparatus with filter 

(57) A porous material (1 2) is used to fill a portion of 
an ink supply path (3, 10) extending from a needle tip 
(9) to a filter (4). Ink is conveyed across the porous 
material (1 2) to the filter (4) and wets the entire top sur- 
face of the filter (4). The porous material (12) reduces 
the substantial cross sectional area of the bubbles that 



pass therethrough so that the bubbles are then permit- 
ted to pass through the filter (4). Because the bubbles 
pass through the filter (4), the stagnation of bubbles on 
a filter (4) at the end of an ink supply needle (5) is pre- 
vented. 



FIG. 1 



CM 
< 
CO 

o 
o 

o> 

CO 
CO 

o 

Q. 
LU 




Printed by Xerox (UK) Business Services 
2.16.3/3.4 



1 



EP0 869 006 A2 



2 



Description 

The present invention generally relates to an ink-jet 
recording apparatus that comprises a recording head, 
for ejecting ink droplets from nozzle openings in 
response to print signals, and an ink cartridge for sup- 
plying ink to the recording head. 

In an ink-jet recording apparatus, which includes a 
recording head and an ink cartridge for supplying ink to 
the recording head, an ink supply needle is provided on 
the recording head and is inserted into and removed 
from an ink supply port that is formed in the ink car- 
tridge. This arrangement facilitates the supply of ink 
from the ink cartridge to the recording head. 

In Fig. 5 is shown an example of structure in the 
vicinity of an ink supply needle A. An open portion in an 
area connecting an ink supply port in needle A to an ink 
flow path B, which communicates with the recording 
head, is expanded to form a filter chamber C. A filter D 
fabricated of unwoven cloth or a mesh material is pro- 
vided in chamber C. Bubbles which are generated or 
xpanded in the ink cartridge, and dust, are prevented 
from flowing into the recording head by filter D. 

The area of the filter chamber C is increased in 
cross section and the flow rate of ink is reduced in order 
to enhance the original bubble capture function of the fil- 
ter and to prevent the increase in flow path resistance 
that accompanies the insertion of the filter D. However 
during an ink filling operation or a recovery operation 
when the flow rate of the ink passing through the filter D 
is comparatively increased, bubbles on the filter D can 
not be completely removed and may remain on the sur- 
face of the filter D. 

When a bubble E is retained on the filter D, it 
expands during printing until it covers a large area of the 
filter D. The bubble reduces the area of the filter D 
through which ink can pass and causes the flow path 
resistance to become extremely high. When the flow 
path resistance is high, the supply of ink to the recording 
head is interrupted, thereby disabling the printing oper- 
ation. 

To resolve the above problem, it is an object of the 
present invention to provide an ink-jet recording appara- 
tus that can prevent the stagnation of bubbles at a filter 
and thereby supply an adequate amount of ink to a 
r cording head. 

To solve this object the present invention provides 
an ink-jet recording apparatus as specified in claim 1 or 
16. Preferred embodiments of the invention are 
described in the subclaims. 

The claims are understood as a first non-limiting 
approach for defining the invention in general terms. 

According to th present invention an ink-jet record- 
ing head apparatus comprises 

a recording head for ejecting ink droplets upon 
receiving ink transported along a first ink supply 
path; a second ink supply path along which ink is 



transferred from an ink cartridge to the first ink sup- 
ply path; and a filter located in an area connecting 
the first ink supply path to the second ink supply 
path, wherein a portion of the connecting area adja- 
5 cent to the second ink supply path is filled with a 
porous material so that the front surface of the 
porous material contacts the filter, and wherein the 
ink transported along the second ink supply path is 
introduced to the filter via the porous material. 

10 

The entire top surface of the filter is uniformly net- 
ted with ink by the capillary attraction of the porous 
material, so that the stagnation of bubbles does not 
occur, and so that bubbles can pass through the filter 
15 smoothly. 

The above objects and advantages of the present 
invention will become more apparent by describing in 
detail preferred embodiments thereof with reference to 
the accompanying drawings, in which: 

20 

Fig. 1 is a diagram showing an ink supply system in 
an ink-jet recording apparatus according to the 
present invention; 

Rg. 2 is an enlarged cross-sectional view of the 
25 vicinity of an ink supply needle in the ink supply sys- 
tem; 

Rg. 3 is an enlarged cross-sectional view of the 
vicinity of the ink supply needle of another example 
according to present invention; 

30 Rg. 4 is an enlarged cross-sectional view of the 
vicinity of ink supply needle of an example appropri- 
ate for a recording apparatus that is connected to 
an ink cartridge via an ink supply tube; and 
Rg. 5 is a diagram showing the structure near a f il- 

35 ier for a conventional ink-jet recording apparatus. 

The embodiments or the present invention will now 
be described in detail while referring to the drawings. 
In Fig. 1 is shown one embodiment of the present 

40 invention. A recording head 1 for ejecting ink droplets in 
response to print signals is mounted on a carriage (not 
shown) together with an ink cartridge 2. The recording 
head 1 ejects inkdroplets through nozzle openings as it, 
along with the carriage, reciprocates across the width of 

45 a recording sheet. Further, the recording head 1 
receives, from the ink cartridge, ink transported along a 
first ink supply path 3 in an amount equivalent to that 
consumed. 

An expanded open portion 3a is formed at the 
so upstream end of the first ink supply path and communi- 
cates on its upstream side with the ink cartridge. The 
expanded portion 3a together with an expanded open 
portion 10a of an ink supply needle 5 define a filter 
chamber that serves as a link between the first ink sup- 
55 ply path 3 for supplying ink to the recording head and a 
second ink supply path 10 that will be described later. A 
recessed portion 6 is formed around the expanded open 
portion 10a to hold the filter 4 or in which to embed the 
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ink supply needle 5. 

As shown in Fig. 2, the ink supply needle 5 includes 
a needle tip 9, which is inserted into an ink supply port 

7 of the ink cartridge 2 and which has: an ink guide hole 

8 through which ink in the ink cartridge 2 is discharged 
for transfer to the recording head 1 ; a hollow portion 10 
that defines a second ink supply path; and a flange 1 1 
that is feed into the recessed portion 6. The expanded 
open portion 10a is formed in the vicinity of the flange to 
define a filter chamber, together with the expanded 
open portion 3a. 

According to the present invention, a porous mate- 
rial 12, such as polyurethane foam, is employed to fill 
the hollow portion 10 and the expanded open portion 
10a of the ink supply needle 5. Porous material 12 
includes small sequential holes which easily absorb ink, 
yet is itself ink resistant. 

This structure can be provided by first filling the ink 
supply needle 5 from the needle tip 9 to the expanded 
open portion 10a with the porous material 12, preferably 
until the material 12 flexibly abuts on the filter 4. The 
structure is then completed by pressing the flange 1 1 
onto the filter 4 within the recessed portion 6, and ther- 
mally welding the flange in place. 

In this embodiment, when the needle tip 9 of the ink 
supply needle 5 is inserted into the ink supply port 7 of 
the ink cartridge 2, the ink in the ink cartridge 2 is 
attracted into the distal end of the hollow portion 10 by 
the capillary attraction of the ink guide hole 8 of the nee- 
dle tip 9. The ink is then attracted to the filter 4 by the 
capillary attraction of the porous material 12. 

According to the preferred embodiment of the 
invention, the average pore size of the porous material 
12 may be designed to be smaller than the diameter of 
the ink guide hole 8 and larger than the mesh size of the 
filter, so that the ink can assuredly flow from the ink 
guide hole 8 to the fitter 4. 

When the ink from the ink cartridge 2 reaches the 
filter 4, the recording head 1 is sealed by a cap member 
and a negative pressure is applied to the entire flow 
path. The negative pressure causes the ink in the ink 
cartridge 2 to flow through the porous material 12 to the 
recording head 1. Further, the negative pressure 
causes bubbles, that have stagnated along the flow path 
extending from the ink cartridge 2 to the nozzle open- 
ings, to be discharged together with ink. 

When the ink filling process following the replace- 
ment of an ink cartridge is completed in this manner, 
and when a drive signal is transmitted to the recording 
head 1 , ink droplets are ejected from the recording head 
1 . As the pressure in the recording head is reduced due 
to the ejection of ink droplets, the ink in the ink cartridge 
2 flows to the recording head 1 via the porous material 
1 2 in an amount equal to the volume of the ink that was 
consumed. 

When bubbles that are generated in the ink car- 
tridge flow into the ink supply needle 5, they pass 
through the porous material 12 and to the filter 4. How- 



ever, since the upstream surface of the filter 4 contacts 
the porous material 12 and is constantly wetted with ink, 
the bubbles can not stagnate there, and instead, 
smoothly pass through the filter 4 and flow downstream 

5 to the expanded open portion 3a. 

Since the bubbles that flow to the expanded open 
portion 3a have passed through the filter 4, they are 
extremely small. The cross sectional area of the bub- 
bles is so substantially reduced by the porous material 

w 1 2 that the flow rate of the ink which passes through the 
filter is higher than the ink flow rate through the conven- 
tional filter chamber that is not tiiied with the porous 
material 12. Therefore, when the recording head 1 is 
sealed by a cap member and the ink is forcibly dis- 

15 charged in order to recover from an ink droplet ejection 
failure, the bubbles are easily discharged from the flow- 
path along with the ink. 

In the above described embodiment, only one type 
of porous material is used to fill the ink supply needle. 

20 However, as is shown in Rg. 3, a porous material 13 
having a low capillary attraction is used to fill the hollow 
portion 10 of the ink supply needle 5 closet to the ink 
cartridge, and a porous material 14 having a large cap- 
illary attraction is used to fill the expanded open portion 

25 10a. Different capillary attractions can be generated by 
using porous materials having different pore sizes. In 
this embodiment the ink can be conveyed to the filter 4 
without its flow being interrupted by negative pressure 
in the ink cartridge, or by flow path resistance. 

30 When only one type of porous material is 
employed, the porous material 12 is of such a propor- 
tion that it normally extends from the opening of the 
expanded open portion 10a. The normally extending 
portion is selectively compressed by the filter 4, thereby 

35 increasing capillary action near the filter and also 
improving the contactivity of the filter to the porous 
material 12. 

Further, by improving the hydrophilic property of the 
porous material 12, the ink can be guided to the filter 

40 more assuredly and, as a result thereof, the air bubbles 
can be prevented from remaining in the porous material 
12. For the sake of improving the hydrophilic property of 
the porous material 12, the porous material 12 may be 
preferably formed by dispersing particle oxide such as 

45 silica, aluminum, titania or the like in the raw porous 
material such as urethane, or by, after preforming a 
porous material, the same is treated with amine-series 
solvent such as 1,3-propane-diamine, 1,5-pentadi- 
amine or the like. 

so Furthermore, in a case where there is no chance 
that the ink cartridge will be removed so that the porous 
material is exposed to atmospheric air through the ink 
guide hole thereby drying and solidifying the ink, partic- 
ularly in a case where the ink cartridge contains special 

55 ink or pigment of the ink which is easy to solidify, the 
porous material disposed in the hollow portion 10 of the 
ink supply needle 5 at the ink cartridge side may be 
designed to have a strong capillary force so that the ink 
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holding performance of the porous material 12 at the 
easy-drying part thereof is strong. Hence, the ink can be 
suppressed from solidifying due to the drying. 

Fig. 4 shows another embodiment wherein a hous- 
ing of a recording apparatus is provided with an ink car- s 
tridge in which ink is supplied to a recording head by an 
ink supply tube. A filter unit 21, as well as a recording 
head are mounted on a carriage. A first ink supply path 
22, is downstream of the filter unit 21 and communi- 
cates with the recording head. A second ink supply path w 
23 is upstream of the filter unit 21 and communicates 
with the ink cartridge via an ink supply tube 24. 

An expanded open portion 25 is formed in an area 
connecting the first ink supply path 22 to the second ink 
supply path 23, and a filter 26 is provided therein. A is 
porous material 27 is used to fill the portion of the con- 
necting area upstream of the filter 26 so that it contacts 
the filter. 

According to the present embodiment, the porous 
material 27 is filled merely in the expanded open portion 20 
25. Even such arrangement is capable of preventing the 
air bubbles from remaining. The arrangement may also 
be applied to the other embodiment which employs the 
ink supply needle. 

As is described above, the present invention, 25 
includes an ink-jet recording head apparatus which 
comprises: a recording head for ejecting ink droplets 
upon receiving ink transported along a first ink supply 
path; a second ink supply path along which ink from an 
ink cartridge is transferred to the first ink supply path; a 30 
filter located in an area connecting the first ink supply 
path to the second ink supply path, and a porous mate- 
rial filling the portion of the connecting area adjacent to 
the second ink supply path so that the front surface of 
the porous material contacts the filter and ink carried by $s 
the second ink supply path is introduced to the filter via 
the porous material. In this arrangement, the top sur- 
face of the filter is uniformly wetted with ink. Therefore, 
bubbles do not stagnate on the top surface of the filter, 
and increase in the flow path resistance due to the 40 
expansion of bubbles is prevented. 

Even when the ink cartridge is removed, ink can be 
retained by the capillary attraction of the porous mate- 
rial, therefore the management of the size of the ink 
guide opening in the needle tip is not required, and the 45 
manufacturing procedures can be simplified. 

It is contemplated that numerous modifications may 
be made to the ink-jet recording device of the present 
invention without departing from the spirit and scope of 
the invention as defined in the following claims. so 

Claims 

1 . An ink-jet recording apparatus, comprising: 

55 

a first ink supply path (3); 

a recording head (1) for ejecting ink droplets 



upon receiving ink transported along said first 
ink supply path (3); 

a second ink supply path (10) along which ink 
from an ink cartridge (2) is transferred to said 
first ink supply path (3); and 

a filter (4) located in a connecting area con- 
necting said first ink supply path (3) to said sec- 
ond ink supply path (10), 
wherein a portion of said connecting area adja- 
cent to a second ink supply path (10) is fiiied 
with a porous material (12) so that a front sur- 
face of said porous material (12) contacts said 
filter (4), and 

wherein said ink transported along said second 
ink supply path (10) is introduced to said filter 
(4) via said porous material (12). 

2. An ink-jet recording apparatus according to claim 1 , 
wherein said ink cartridge (2) and said recording 
head (1) are mounted on a carriage, said second 
ink supply path (10) comprises a hollow portion 
having a first end and a second end opposite said 
first end, wherein said first end communicates with 
said first ink supply path (3) and said second end 
includes a needle tip portion that communicates 
with said ink cartridge (2). 

3. An ink-jet recording apparatus according to claim 1 
or 2, wherein said second ink supply path (10) is 
filled with said porous material (12) from said nee- 
dle tip portion to said filter (4). 

4. An ink-jet recording apparatus according to any one 
of claims 1 to 3, wherein said porous material (12) 
has a capiiiary attraction which is smaller at an ink 
flow inlet than at said front surface which contacts 
said filter (4). 

5. An ink-jet recording apparatus according to any one 
of claims 1 to 4, wherein a filter chamber is formed 
in said connecting area connecting said first ink 
supply path (3) to said second ink supply path (10). 

6. An ink-jet recording apparatus according to any one 
of claims 1 to 5, wherein said porous material (12) 
is filled in a downstream side of said second ink 
supply path (10). 

7. An ink-jet recording apparatus according to claim 2 
or 3, wherein the average pore size of said porous 
material (12) is smaller than the diameter of an ink 
guide hole formed in said needle tip portion and 
larger than the mesh size of said filter (4). 

8. An ink-jet recording apparatus according to claim 3, 
wherein the capillary force of said porous material 
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(12) is stronger at the needle tip portion than the 
other part thereof. 

9. An ink-jet recording apparatus according to claims 

3 or 8, wherein the capillary force of said porous s 
material (12) varies in accordance with the com- 
pression rate of said porous material (12). 

10. An ink-jet recording apparatus according to claim 3 

or 8, wherein said porous material (1 2) comprises a 10 
plurality of porous material elements having differ- 
ent pore size and different capillary force from one 
another. 

1 1 . An ink-jet recording apparatus according to claim 1 is 
or 4, wherein said porous material (12) is com- 
pressed by said filter (4). 

1 2. An ink-jet recording apparatus according to any one 

of claims 1 to 1 1 , wherein said porous material (12) 20 
is subjected to hydrophilic treatment. 

1 3. An ink-jet recording apparatus according to any one 
of claims 1 to 12, wherein particle oxide is dis- 
persed in said porous material (12). 25 

14. An ink jet recording apparatus according to claim 

12, wherein the porous material (12) is treated with 
an amine-series solvent selected from the group 
consisting of 1 ,3-propane-diamine and 1 ,5-pentadi- 30 
amine. 

15. An ink jet recording apparatus according to claim 

13, wherein said particle oxide is selected from the 
group consisting of silica, aluminum, and tiiania. 35 

16. An ink jet recording apparatus comprising: 

a recording head tor ejecting ink; 

40 

an ink supply path (22, 23) for supplying ink to 
said recording head; and 

a porous material (27) located in a portion of 
said ink supply path (22, 23). 45 

17. An ink jet recording apparatus according to claim 
16, wherein the capillary attraction of said porous 
material (27) is variable so as to promote ink flow to 
said recording head. 50 

18. An ink jet recording apparatus according to claim 
16 or 17, further comprising a filter (26) located in 
said ink supply path (22, 23). 

55 

19. An ink jet recording apparatus according to claim 
18, wherein said porous material (27) contacts at 
least a portion of said filter (26). 



20. An ink jet recording apparatus according to daim 
18, wherein said ink supply path (22, 23) further 
comprises an expanded portion (25) located 
upstream of said filter (26), and wherein said 
porous material (27) is located substantially in said 
expanded portion (25). 
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